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REPORT OF COMMITTEE FOR YEAR ENDED OCT.1968

During the year ended October 1968 the Committee ig pleased to report that we gained
9 new members, and our paid up membership now stands at 66. le have lost 5 membeds

through death and resignation. The average attendance at meetings was 32. We were
extremely sorry during the year to receive Jrs.Pinch's resignation which was forced

by ill-health, and she is greatly missed.

A large part of our activities during 1966 has been directed towards raising money

i to pay for the repair and redecoration of the Hall and}%he early part of the year
several coffee mornings and a Jumble Sale were held as preliminary fund-raisers for
a very large and highly successful May Fair which made £190 towards meeting the

5 decorator's bill. Regular Whist Drives, on the last Monday in each month, with the
exception of July and August, have been held throughout the year and have made &
total of £5¢ for our funds. We have not, during our activities to keep our own
financial head above water, forgotten the National Appeal, and 2 Jumble Sale for this
cause was held in September which raised £15.10.0d.

We have had a varied list of speakers at the meetings throughout the year, whose
subjects have ranged from jewellery to foot comfort. Competition entries over the
year have been disappointingly low despite the pleas of the Handicrafts Secretary,
and it is hope that 1969 will see an improvement.

At the Spring Group Meeting at Hooe & Turnchapel, we came second in the photographic
competition. We were hostess Institute on the 8th October to +the Autumn Group
Meeting and were delighted that over 100 members from the various Institutes attended
The speaker was Mrs.Helm, on Austria, and the Choir entertained the guests with the
cantata John Gilpin. The Choir continues to flourish under the able baton of Miss
Knight, and new members are most welcomee

On the entertainments side, there have been two successful coach outings, one in
May to Bicton Gardens and one in October to the Theatre at Torquay. A festival of

J\ flowers was held on Easter saturday, and the Horticultural Show in September was
well supported.

This year we were not required to send a delegate to the Albert Hall A.G.M. but
were represented by Mrs.Lloyd of Holbeton who came to our July meeting to give us a
report.

During the year members were given the opportunity of seeing the latest NFWI public-—
cations and brisk sales resulted, the most popular books being on Preservation,
Y Curtain Making, and Lampshade Making, with portrait painting and gardening booklets
*Q a close second. Also on the literary side, subscriptions to Home & Gountry went up
by 8 to 22.

’ As many members will know, we have acted as Trustees for a fund set up to provide

= additional medical comforts for Newton & Noss priior to the Wational Health Act of

1948. With the coming of the National Health Service the fund was no longer required
and has accumilated interest since that date, and it gave us much pleasure during
the year to be able to give £100 to the Benevolent Fund for Retired District Nurses.

In a year which seems largely to have been devoted to raising money, We played our
part in community affairs too, and tried to help the local efforte to get a doctor's
surgery in the village by writing to the Minister of Health, the press, and our
County Executive. Our efforts, like the many others, bave so far not borne fruit but
heve served to keep the subject on the boil a little. It has been a year of action,
which has been enjoyed by all the members of the Committee.
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