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Good evening ladies

Another year has flown by and what another busy one we have enjoyed. This report highlights some of
the activities and meetings from the past year.

The bulletins each month highlight what an active branch we are, with outings, group activities and
fundraising events through the year.

The presidents event this year was moved to take place in our own hall and was a happy and sociable
event. A photo was taken to celebrate our 95 birthday to be displayed beside the one already in the
hall taken in 1917 -Everyone enjoyed dressing up in our finery.

The skittles team were back in action this winter after a ‘rest’ year. The first practice was a bit
worrying as of the 7 ladies who turned up, one had just had a hip replacement, one had an arm in a
sling and another had a very bad knee! However the newly formed team played an outstanding match
in the first round and after a bye in the 2 round were narrowly beaten (just by one point) in the 34, A
good incentive to do better next season.

Our choir has had some enjoyable musical outings. Singing at the Exeter Cathedral was another lovely
event, the coach was a dream this year after our exciting trip of the previous December. Those of us

The craft group have had a varied programme with lots of exciting new techniques to try. Angela and
Carole have introduced us to making papier mache bowls, made Christmas flower arrangements, and
enjoyed slow stitching and mark making. Outings to Bovey Tracey Contempary Craft Fair. A large
number of knitted, crocheted and stitched poppies were produced for the Devon County Show in May
in response to the plea to make one Poppy to represent every Devon man lost in the first world war — a
target which was exceeded and these will be on display in the WI tent at the show in May.

Visits have been a great part of our year though with some disappointing numbers for certain trips. In
June 9 ladies visited PL1 Restaurant at the City College. I understand there were some mixed menu
results!

A visit to Newton Ferrers primary School to celebrate The Queens 90th Birthday -

"The Queen", in full regalia (Jane Barnett), her "Lady-in-Waiting, in splendid hat and outfit (Joyce
Stickley) and "Chauffeur" suit, tie,white gloves and dark glasses, (Caroline Parsons) judged flags and
crowns made by the children then joined them in a celebratory lunch.

In August 19 members travelled to Pentillie Castle 19 to enjoy a lavish picnic admired and envied by
other guests before watching a production of Sense and Sensibility.

On the drive home across the Tamar Bridge they were all treated to a sight of the Plymouth Fireworks
display. A perfect evening and one many of us would be happy to join when we hope to repeat this
event this year.

Again this year has had an amazingly varied programme of evening talks, all booked by Pat Middleton.
We have learned a lot about our local NT property, Saltram, with Ursula Myers telling us about the
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Third Earl and Martin Knebel letting us in on lots of secrets from his time as the Administrator of the
House. I do hope we have all been inspired to visit or Tevisit this fantastic house tight on our doorstep.

It has been lovely to welcome some local speakers in the form of husband and wife Jon and Sarah
Green. Sarah talked to us about Acupunture and Chinese Medicine and Jon took us through some
environmental issues, both very topical and really made us think about how we are treating our planet.
With the resolution going to the NFWI meeting in Liverpool on Microbeads we hope to follow this up
with another talk later jn the year by a local expert. We are so fortunate to have so many well informed
members of our community.

Freewheelers was packed with statistics and information on the charity which transport blood supplies,
breast milk for Ppremature babies and other medical needs around the South West. I think everyone
there was amazed that all this is funded bya charity.

In October many members attended the Autumn Group Meeting in Wembury with a superb speaker in
Rupert Kirkwood (who will be coming to one of our mMeetings this year). It was lovely to meet up with
other branches and also to get ideas for our own hosting of the Spring Group meeting organised by our
own branch. A very successful evening on Georgian theme was held here in March with Mike Rendell
talking about Entertainment in the 18t Century. Our ladies came together to produce some wonderful

food for the evening, an entertaining quiz and the hall looked wonderful.

audience were rolling in the aisles!

The profits supported the Hall renovations fund. In addition to this our members supported a Murder
Mystery evening in October initiated by Janet Cattenach. Tables were set, the room decorated and the
audience dressed to itch a cast from a professional 8roup stage a murder over dinner! Tables vied to
discover who the murderer was and to win a small prize. Although not WI event one of our members,
Angela MacPherson, organised another silent movie evening with the Waurlitzer production of
Summertime. Another opportunity for our 1920°g dresses and suits and listen to some superb live
music while watching a silent movie, Both of these were lovely evenings as well as Taising funds
towards our wonderful hall,

Many, many thanks to everyone (and I believe this all the ladies and many husbands too) who have
helped in any way towards our target of completion of the repayment of the outstanding loan for the
renovations. This was achieved by the end of December and was the icing on the cake for us this year.




