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Noss WI have had another busy and successful year.

tmas Meeting last year took the form of a salad supper and pudding followed by 2=
enjoyable entertainment by ‘Yealm Noyse’, a local choir.

Later the same week the Drama Group pantomime ‘Beauty and the Beast” was performed. The four
performances were well attended and much enjoyed, including a very successful matinee where we
had to turn people away. ‘Oh no we didn’t, Oh yes we did’!!!

On January 19th, 40 members and friends enjoyed an evening of ‘Kurling’ in the WIC Hall,
including a tasty pasty supper. It made a nice change from skittles.

On February 14th the Committee presented two new tricycles to the St. Francis Play Group, bought
with the proceeds of the sale of books at meetings, Joan Westall’s idea.. We thoroughly enjoyed our
time with the children.

Our August meeting was a very successful ‘President’s Tea Party’. Over 40 members, past and
present, plus visitors from other W1s enjoyed the pleasant weather, lovely food and good company.

We have had a varied programme of speakers this year, including one of our own members, and
thanks must go to Barbara Geddes for arranging them. Special mention must be made of Maker with
Rame WI Choral Speakers who gave us an entertaining programme of poetry and prose in July.

The Craft Group is still thriving, though now under the leadership of Enid Whiteman. Members
still go into Newton Ferrers Primary School to help the children learn to knit, and have continued to
be busy knitting items for ‘Operation Sunshine’ to be sent to Africa. In March a *Story Sack’, which
the members had created, for the children’s book ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’, was presented to Ivybridge
library. In June Janet Cattanach and Pam Carter made a fabulous scarecrow for the Holy Cross
Church “Scarecrow Trail’ called ‘The Colander Girl” with a colander for a hat !!!

The Events and Trips team of Nicky McDougal and Janet Cattanach have organised several well
supported theatre visits, plus a successful shopping trip to Truro last November - to be repeated this
November. Other visits are in the pipeline, plus a theatre trip to ‘Mary Poppins’ next June.

The Sport and Leisure team of Joan Westall and Pam Carter have organised two enjoyable croquet
evenings in Plymouth and two ‘Kurling” evenings in the WIC Hall, one to raise money for the Hall.

Several of our members attended the Yealm Group Spring Meeting at Holbeton, although we were
unable to enter the competition due to the sudden ill health of Jeanne Venning’s mother.

We were the hosts for the Yealm Group Autumn Meeting which was well supported. We produced
a lovely ‘Green Room’ meal of cottage pie followed by apple pie to fit in with the theatre theme of
the evening. The competition was to write and perform a five minute sketch entitled “The Doctor’s
Waiting Room’. All the entries were hilarious and Newton & Noss came second by one mark
Thanks to all involved, particularly Hilary Walker who wrote and acted in our sketch..

Six of our members attended the DFWI Spring Council Meeting at Exeter. The main speaker,
Tricia Stewart, a genuine ‘Calendar Girl’, gave a very amusing account of their story.

Fourteen of our members attended the DFWI Autumn Council Meeting at the Guildhall in
Plymouth. We all enjoyed Bridget Strawbridge’s talk on living a ‘green’ life.

Several members have supported DFWI events this year, and eleven of us are shortly to attend 2
cookery demonstration. We entered the WI competition, entitled ‘A Night at the Movies’, at the
Yealmpton Show in July. Our display depicted ‘Ladies in Lavender’. We came 7th out of 9 but wer=
complimented on Anne Crawford’s beautiful seascape background. Well done Anne.

A number of our members attended Denman Collage this year and enjoyed the experience 772
courses taken ranged from ‘Jane Austen’ to ‘The Musicals” and ‘Patchwork & Quilting’

Last Friday, November 2nd, the committee took on the catering for a seminar for ‘The R
Housing Trust’ at the Village Hall in Noss Mayo. We produced coffee and biscuits, a hot t
lunch, and afternoon tea for 80 people, including HRH The Princess Royal, the Trust’
All the food was home made and much admired - good publicity for Newton & N

movement in general. The Princess stopped for a chat with us on her way out. which =aie

day!!!
So as you can see Newton and Noss WI is thriving, and long may this
however, do with some more new young members with fresh ideas, so spread th





