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To this ……….
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There follows a series of newspaper cuttings and photographs. (I apologise for the grainy nature of some of the pictures).
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Alan Cooper, Chairman of the Hall Committee                 Mary Thomas & Bella Leal
Lady Emma Parker WI President                                               who cut the ribbon
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Judy Jillard & Carol Williams
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                                                                                                                  Brenda Merritt & Alan Cooper
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                                                                       Yvette Steward
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Any one for tea and biscuits?
Pat Middleton & Cathy Matthews
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Bella Leal						Mary Thomas
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							Angela MacPherson
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Emma Parker 
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      Emma Parker, holding the ribbon
     Mary Thomas & Bella Leal Ribbon cutting
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Villagers’ joy as

by SIAN DAVIES
Herald Reporter.2 @sdaviesherald

THERE were smiles all
round as a community
hall was reopened after a
five-month makeover.

The “dated” WI Community
Hall, in Newton Ferrers, was
closed in May to undergo refur-
bishment, but has now been
reopened by two village resid-
ents with 81 years between
them.

Bella Leal, 10, who is head girl
at Newton Ferrers C of E
Primary School, and 91-year-old
Mary Thomas, the oldest mem-
ber of the WL, joined forces to
reopen the hall, which was ori-
ginally built in 1924.

Closing in May with a barn
dance as the last community
event before the work started, a
celebratory barn dance will be
held in the newly improved
building on Friday, October 31.

Lady Emma Parker, president
of Newton Ferrers And Noss
Mayo WI said: “The hall is so
important to the community
but it was 90 years old — the
kitchen was small, more space
was needed, the roof was get-
ting to the end of its natural life
and the appearance of the hall
didn’t do mueh for the village.

“Now it has an enlarged floor
space, a state-of-the-art kitchen
which can be used to cater for at
least 100 people and the outside
has been completely changed
cosmetically which has really
enhanced the way it looks.

“We hope we can atiract wed-
dings now, and the WI hopes to
expand what we can do. e
got ideas of skittles eveni.._.. a
cinema club and aftérnoon tea

B Chairman of the hall trustees Alan Cooper
with WI President Lady Emma Parker

hall after we thought long and
hard about who should do it —
we wanted to keep it within the
community and represent the
future of the village.

“The fantastic result is credit
to the Hall Management Comit-
tee, under the leadership of
Alan Cooper.”

Fundraising began in 2010
when a target of £100,000 was set
to cover the improvements.
There have been fashion shows,
Tunches, coffee mornings, Irish

P ]
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events which were supported by
members of the local com-
munity.

A 100 Club is still running
raising more than £1,800 a year
towards further improvements
and the committee has worked
hard to win grants.

The most successful fundrais-
ing event was a ‘knitathon’
which culminated in a banner
of 2,871 knitted triangles which
stretched nearly amile from the
WI Community Hall in Newton

evenings, a barn dance~and " Ferrers across the river to The

annual Christmas revues - all

Ship Inn in Noss Mayo.
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community hall reopens

B Bella Leal, 10, and Ma:y' Thomas, 91, who represented
the oldest and youngest members of the community
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Saturday
11th October
2014
The
Grand Opening
of

The Newly
Refurbished

WI Community Hall
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