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Hello everyone

Oh dear… Heart sink! I’ve just checked where I parked up last month…. At a rather nice 5 Star Spa hotel near Bristol Zoo (comfy beds, tasteful decor, 24-hour room service, exclusive dining experiences - you’ve probably been there too) on my (virtual) cycle sprint north to John O’Groats and I’m now only six miles further up the road, crossing the Avonmouth Gorge. Hmm…must try harder. This last six-mile stretch has had its ups and downs though - a couple of flat tyres, loose bolts, squeaky brakes to name just a few. But we are where we are, I must let go and move on, what’s done is done, draw a line and all that…Okay, there’s no more 5 Star service - No Mojitos, Margaritas or Martinis lined up along the bar for me each evening, no daily facials, pillow menus, gym facilities, fresh flowers, chocolate on the pillow or butler services but in the words of Gloria Gaynor, I Will Survive. The next stop is Gloucester via Pizzaland, Tescos and Greggs - a bit different to the fine dining I’ve been used to but I won’t starve. So it’s push the peddles to the metal again, find the TV remote - and with a bit of Escape to the Country en route I’ll be virtually in Edinburgh before the start of the next series of Strictly!

Now on to other items…

October 17th saw our first afternoon meeting and the feedback was good. The speaker was Ursula Myers, who talked about the lost fishing village of Hallsands, and what it had looked like before the storms of 1901 and the north-easterly gale of 1917 by which time 97 per cent of the former beach volume had been removed to help build Devonport Dockyard. She said twenty-nine houses were lost then and the beach level lowered still further. Not much remains now of this old village - lost to the weather, the waves and further erosion.

Our speaker on 21/11/23 2 pm for 2.30 pm. will be Maggie Roberts demonstrating flower arranging with an autumn and winter theme. Come and bring a friend if you’d like.

Haytor Vale £250 Bursary - Our application has now been submitted. After a poll of suggested activities, it was agreed to apply for part-funding of a half-day fused-glass design course which could be delivered for up to sixteen members at the WIC hall sometime in the New Year. We should hear if we’ve been successful by 30th November. Fingers crossed!

Magic Night with Kristien Harris 18/11/23 with raffle: Sold out. 
Tickets are still available for 17/11 23 from 7 pm for members and others - from the post office, the pharmacy and Cathy. Bring your own supper and drinks. We will be holding a raffle on both nights. 

Raffles: We really need your donations please - unwanted gifts, bottles of wine, chocolates, plants, toiletries, fruit hamper, fruit scone/cream tea hamper for instance. Please give your items to Carrie (who is running the raffle) ideally in advance or if not, on the night. Thank you.

Christmas Party - 19th December - This year we’ll be lunching at the Yacht Club which can provide us with a tasty two-course Christmas lunch for £18.  Cathy says there are three ways to pay, by cash at our next meeting on November 21st or by cheque made payable to Newton Ferrers and Noss WI or By BACS  Account:  Newton Ferrers and Noss Women’s Institute
                 	Sort code:  77-68-45
                 	Account no:  04041460
 
If you use BACS please put your surname and lunch as a reference so Gill knows what the payment is for and from whom it came.  Thank you.
 
The easiest (flattest!) way to approach the Yacht Club is via Riverside Road East.  However, if you need a lift right up to the Yacht Club door please let Cathy know and she will arrange a lift for you.  There are facilities for people with a disability in the Yacht Club.  

Trauma Teds:

Jeanne, one of our DFWI Food, Crafts and Skills representatives, was recently in touch with DFWI about where to take our completed Trauma Teds and was advised that we should take them to our nearest Fire Station for local distribution. Could all those members therefore who have been diligently knitting Trauma Teds please bring them to our next members’ meeting on November 21st for a group photo before they are passed on to the emergency services for their very special work with trauma victims. Thank you.

Yealm Group forthcoming Events: 

11/11/23 Yealmpton and Brixton WI Coffee morning 10am - 12 noon. Methodist Church Hall, Yealmpton
17/11/23 & 18/11/23 Our magic Nights. WIC Hall from 7pm. BYO supper & drinks. Raffle
18/11/23 Down Thomas Christmas Fair. Village Hall, Down Thomas 10am - 12 noon. £4 entry
25/11/23 Elburton WI Coffee morning, Plymstock Community Centre. £3 entry.
25/11/23 Kurling evening at Newton and Noss Hall with a meal. See Jean for tickets
1/12/23 Bridge Drive afternoon at WIC hall. £15 per couple of £30 per table
2/12/23 Holy Cross Christmas Fair. Vicki has asked for preserves. They could be brought to our November meeting. 
2/12/23 Christmas Concert at St Peter’s Church from 7.30 pm. Tickets £10pp from Jean or the pharmacy.
9/12/23 Plympton WI Christmas Fair 10am - 1pm at Harewood House
9/12/23 St Bartholomew’s Church Yealmpton. “Jingle Bells” morning
12/12/23 Yealm Group carol service, St Werbergh’s Church Wembury. From 2.15 pm followed by refreshments.
13/12/23 Plymouth City WI Christmas Carol Service St Andrew’s Church from 3 pm with hot drinks and mince pies. WI’s asked to provide a reading, poem or Christmas-themed song.

DFWI Events:

· Christmas Market trip to Bath 30th November. Four members are going.
· Carol concert Exeter Cathedral 6 December 2023. 2.15 pm. £5. Closing date: 10/11/23 - our choir plus eight friends are going. 
· Beauty and Pampering Days, Exeter College, Hele Road, Exeter. Various dates in February and March 2024. £65 pp. Including two-course lunch. Closing date 15/1/24.

Elburton and Down Thomas/Wembury Bay are representing Yealm Group at the AGM in the Royal Albert Hall next year. From there on, in-person AGM’s will be held every three years with Zoom meetings in intervening years.

A current list of DFWI visits and events is available on the back cover of the monthly Devon WI News.
DFWI events etc can be reached at  https://www.devonwi.org.uk and NFWI at https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/welcome-to-my-wi

Denman at home is at https://www.denman.org.uk/at-home/  all online courses are now free of charge.

Please let me know if you are not receiving your copy of WI Life and Devon WI News which are sent out online monthly and are also available in hard copy. 

Our website, with all our news and events, is at the wi.online. It’s kindly managed by Lesley Dempsey.

Groups and Visits:

Book Group - Members have reviewed their summer light reads and a list of these is on our website. Their next meeting is on Thursday, November 16th, 3 pm - 4.30pm in the WIC Hall. They will be discussing Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. Please contact Judith if you wish to join. Tel 872933. New members are always welcome.

Craft & Conversation Group - Their next meeting is on Tuesday 14th November from 2pm - 4 pm in the small meeting room, WIC hall. £1.50 including tea. Angela recently demonstrated silk scarf dyeing which was very popular.

The choir meets weekly on Wednesday afternoons from 2pm - 3.30pm and is rehearsing for the Exeter Cathedral carol service on December 6th. £1 pp for hall rental.

Visits - Jackie is working towards our first group visit which may be to The Box on North Hill on Friday 1st December. She will confirm this and any arrangements made regarding transport and refreshments at our next members’ meeting on 21st November.

That’s all for this month - keep safe, keep dry and see you soon. Bye for now - Pat.

P.S. Remember to give your raffle prizes to Carrie!
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