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Good evening ladies

I will try to highlight the best of what has been a busy year again — lots going on in
our own branch and at a county and national level.

The bulletins each month highlight what an active branch we are, with outings, group
activities and fundraising events through the year. We started the year with a new
President in Jill, even though she wasn’t at the Annual Meeting she couldn’t escape
the unanimous vote!

One of the highlights of the year was the presidents tea party held in the garden of our
new President. It was a lovely afternoon, wall to wall sunshine and a wonderful
spread of sandwiches and cakes. It was wonderful to spend a relaxing afternoon
talking and just enjoying the fantastic setting.

As usual I am relying on some reports from leaders of the groups run through the
year.

The choir, under the direction of the Joyce Stickley, sang at Exeter WI Carol Service
in December. I was so sorry that my surgeon chose this day to do my foot operation
50 | missed the service and my Christmas shopping trip. This was a special occasion
this year as one of our members, Rev Anne Legge, led the service in the cathedral.
You can see the video on the Devon WI Facebook page ,,,though it is only the
practice! They have also sung at the URC and the Lawns and hope to arrange more
nursing homes in the future. We also held the Yealm Group Carol Service in Noss
Church just before Christmas which was attended by other branches. Joyce was roped
into play Jerusalem and the National Anthem at the Spring Conference at Torquay last
week. A woman much in demand obviously.

Of course we began 2019 by singing in the New Year with a visit from Jo Sercombe
who is a well known Denman tutor. Vicki organised a splendid day in the hall and
enjoyed sharing the experience of singing and lots of laughing with members from
Yealmpton and Brixton. Even the non singers of us were surprised what a good sound
was made by our combined voices. It is was an event that everyone there hopes will
be repeated.

Angela reports that the craft group has been very active this year with knitting and
crochet, as well as trying out new ideas. They have contributed a large number of
knitted garments to Knit for Peace charity as well as the premature baby unit and
Trevy House in Plymouth. Other crafts that have been tried over the year are Dyeing
silk scarves, making handbag fobs, brooches using rag rug techniques, beading,
spinning wool and Christmas flower arranging.

They are looking forward to making fabric necklaces and there is a great programme
ready for anyone who wishes to join the group which meet every fortnight.

Judith has chosen some interesting and thought provoking books for the book group
over the year. The happy band of 17 conscientious members have met regularly every
2 months throughout the year. It is a large group and Judith is still holding a waiting
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list. This year they have discussed books dealing with a wide variety of subject matter
and written at different times including some classics. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte,
The Great Gatsby by F.Scott Fitzgerald, Spies by Michael Frayn and Eleanor Oliphant
is completely fine by Gail Honeyman. The group have started looking at various
styles of writing and are hopefully coming to enjoy some books which they may not
have chosen themselves.

Visits are a huge part of our activities during the year. Caroline has had us tasting
chilli at the Chilli Farm —the hottest of them all was called Carolina of course!,
viewing the Devonport Waste Facility to see where all our local waste is sorted,
enjoying a sumptuous picnic at Pentille Castle again while watching The Tempest.
This is becoming a welcome annual event to put on the glad rags and enjoy an
evening of brilliant entertainment.

The major attraction this year seems to have been the many luncheons that have been
taken in various venues! From the near, next door to our Hall -the Tea room on the
Green — who hosted 24 ladies to a 2 course lunch, to the further afield — Duke of
Cornwall Hotel in Plymouth who created a special menu card just for us!

Marcia took on the role of Programme Secretary this year which is a daunting task. I
think everyone has found something to enjoy in the very diverse programme of
excellent speakers she has organised for us. We have heard about the filming of the
many films from Dartmoor especially the filming of WarHorse including some behind
scenes shots of the locations. The year finished with the filming of a much more local
film in the villages in the last few weeks so Newton and Noss will soon be their own
film set.

A highlight for many of us was reliving our memories of watching Blue Peter either
on our own or with children and grandchildren. Alex Leger showed us some
highlights from his directing career and let us in on some of the behind the scene
moments. Some of the tasks undertaken by the presenters was very hair raising —
things we would never do! Another thing our members would never undertake would
be landing on an aircraft carrier but in case the opportunity arose we now know how
to do it thanks to Admiral Hog.

A few hearts were a flutter when we were entertained by William Shimnell and heard
about his life as a Professional Opera Singer. He played us some of his singing
highlights and again did some (actually quite a lot of ) ‘name-dropping’.

As well as being dressed up for our summer garden party Maggie Duffy had many of
us wearing her feather fascinators in March and we heard from Janet Cowland in
April about some interesting royal letters. I wonder how many of those are still being
written today....we will never know!

In November the much anticipated annual Revue was held organised by Jean and her
drama group. For three nights we heard about the musical and comical items under
the title of © That’s Entertainment’. The ladies were helped by some of our ‘unofficial’
members, our group of willing and talented husbands. The group on stage were
supported by many members backstage, during before and more importantly after the
production. As we think forward to this year it maybe time for a change and the
drama group will be looking at a new format for 2019.
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All in all a busy year and one where some new activities have been tried, not all
successfully but we are looking forward to some positive changes in the next 12
months which will take us into 2020, the centenary of the Devon Federation with
suitable celebrations.




