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NEWTON FERRERS AND NOSS MAYO WI ANNUAL REPORT
2015-2016

The year has flown by since we were elected — and what a busy year it has
been. We have thoroughly enjoyed working together and also with our
President Carrie and the other Committee members. We have tried very hard
to make our bulletins informative and a good read so we hope you have
enjoyed them. Our report tonight highlights some of the activities, speakers
and celebrations from the past year.

The stand out feature of this year has been one of celebration from the
Centenary of the WI to our own 95% birthday in January.

On 4th June, our President Carrie donned her best frock and hat and joined
other delegates in the Royal Albert Hall for the Centenary Annual meeting
attended by HRH the Queen,HRH the Princess Royal and the HRH the
Countess of Wessex. She was ,however, a little nonplussed when she did not
get to vote on a resolution but nonetheless thoroughly enjoyed the day which
was topped off by having a slice of the Centenary cake.

Not to be outdone, just prior to this ,four members of our branch namely
Janet Cattanach, Marcia Webster, Anne Crawford and Judy Iles were missing
from our June meeting because during the day they had been at Buckingham
Palace for the Royal Garden Party which was hosted by HRH the Duchess of
Cornwall. Best outfits were again the order of the day and it was, for them, a
day to be remembered.

On 4th August, we held our own Centenary Garden Party at the home of our
President. The sun decided to shine at times that day and although slightly
chilly , quite a few people braved the wind to sit outside to enjoy the garden.
We all wore best frocks and hats and were treated to Pimms and a wonderful
spread. It was truly a very special occasion.

Still continuing with the celebrations, at our September meeting sparkling
wine together with strawberries and cream were served. Members were asked
to add something to their outfit from the last 100 years, it could even be a
vintage outfit. It was a very enjoyable evening which finished off with an
interesting and appropriate talk from Mike Rendell on London’s Top 20 Tourist
attractions of 1780.

On 23rd September, the Yealm Group organised a Centenary tea at Langdon
Court. 75 members of the local branches attended and ,it would appear, our
members table was the lucky one as our branch won 7 of the 10 raffle
prizes.It was a very delicious tea and the whole event was very well organised
thanks to Joan Hoskins.

On 21st October, South Brent held a Vintage Fashion Show which some of our
members attended. We ,also, believe that the corset of our Choir Mistress was
seen on Spotlight television.
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The New Year saw in our own 95% birthday . A delicious lunch was held on 12th
January in our hall and was very well attended.Three past Presidents were present
namely Janet, Jean and Emma.It was a very sociable event with a most relaxed
atmosphere and the icing on the cake was the beautiful cake donated by Emma.

Celebrations apart, it has also been a busy year in other ways. Caroline Parsons has
once more risen to the challenge and organised numerous interesting outings. In
May there was a visit to the Devonport Dockyard and in June a visit backstage of
the Theatre Royal. In November instead of a visit to a submarine , Caroline was
informed by a very amusing letter that the submarine was no longer in dock and that
members could visit the frigate HMS Northumberland.The Royal Navy gave the
participating members a very warm welcome and £40 was raised and donated to the
Royal Navy and Marine charities. A visit in December to the garland, at Cotehele, was
also arganised. In January Caroline took a well earned rest.

Our choir led by Joyce Stickley,had an eventful year too, none more so than the
Annual Carol Service at the Exeter Cathedral. A beautiful day, wonderful singing and
a memorable return trip back by bus. All of us on board were very glad to be rescued
from the side of the A38, in the pouring rain, by 2 handsome policeman and a relief
coach after an hour of sitting tight — just a good job that not too much tea had been
drunk before departure! The choir also sang at two concerts and gave a performance
in front of our members at the Christmas meeting. They continue to meet on
Mondays where they are certainly put through their paces by Joyce.

The craft group have also done lots of hard work and had some great trips out too.
Members have had a visit to China Blue in Totnes in May, Avon Mill Garden Centre
and to Bovey Tracey Craft event in June. In June Margaret Morgan was welcomed to
the group to show slides of the hats which had been made earlier in the year for
Nairobi. Margaret also forwarded a portion of an email she had received from Pastor
Samuel in Nairobi thanking her and explaining that the hats had made a big impact
when the education officers visited the school in July as the weather was very cold.
Workshops on fabric boxes, simple sewing pouches, Christmas Flower

arranging ,bead making and mosaics were organised.Members have also been busy
making squares to sew together for sleeping bags for the Morgans to take out to
Nigeria. The bags were lovely, colourful and warm and the results of their wonderful
efforts were handed over just last month. We are sure they are very much needed
and will be very well received Every year the craft group have a lunch and this year it
was held on 7th January at St Elizabeth House.

On November 17th a day of sewing bags for Bosom Pals was held. Muriel Blackledge
of the fund raising group attached to Derriford Hospital Breast Cancer Care unit
contacted Annette regarding making these bags for breast cancer patients.The day
was well attended by some 25 ladies and in total 80 bags were made and handed
over. A brilliant effort.

Pat Middleton did a fantastic programme for us last year and we look forward to an
equally inspiring one to come. Highlights have to be the talk by Professor Helen
Wilson on the local woodcarvers, the Pinwill sisters and in particular Violet. Members
were enthralled by the examples of her work much of which is in local churches.

In January Sarah Chapman stepped in to speak, or rather sing, when the planned
speaker was ill. She inspired us to use our voices, something we are quite good at
usually but in a positively different way. We also opened our doors in April to the
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village and even men were allowed in to hear the talk on the building of the
Plymouth Breakwater by Graham Naylor. He not only talked about the building of it
but also told of the men and their families who lost their lives during this work.

Our speakers have not been without controversy but it is good to be challenged and
provoked occasionally. The spokesman for the Police Commissioner provided such
and evening with some very strong views being aired. We are not sure he was
prepared to be challenged by the WI, perhaps he had not watched Tony Blair in
previous years!

The year would not be complete without our annual production/revue. The drama
group delighted everyone again with a wide range of songs, sketches and comedy.
The laughter emanating from the hall must have echoed through the village. Once
again we were able to raise money namely £2,000 to help towards paying off the
final part of the loan for the hall renovation. Our thanks go to Brenda Merritt and her
very hard working team backstage on on stage.

The 100 club finished in December and raised a total of £5,600 over the 3 years for
the hall fund. Our thanks go to Angela Macpherson who set up and ran this venture.
Now together with this money and the money raised from the drama production we
are very close to the final payment of the loan.

Sadly, the monthly socials have now stopped. It was a lovely idea for members to
meet and natter, but unfortunately the need for this is obviously not there

The Yealm group meetings have been very interesting and worth attending so that
we meet other members of the local branches. The Joshua Reynolds choir gave a
wonderful performance at Harewood House for the Autumn Group meeting and
members were entertained by Colin Pearce a farmer and poet at the Spring meeting.

Several members attended and thoroughly enjoyed the talks by Julie Summers and
Esther Rantzen at the DFWI Autumn Council meeting and one delegate went to the
DFWI Spring Council meeting in Torquay, the speaker being Benjamin Mee on “We

bought a Zoo".

In March, some of our members together with members from other local branches
attended a cookery demonstration and lunch organised by Jeanne Venning at City
College Plymouth. It was very informative and the lunch was excellent , but we have
yet to see the lattice cheese creation around the village.

A few of our members have taken advantage of the wonderful facilities and courses
at Denman this year and we hope that members will continue to do so so that this
wonderful place is kept open for our enjoyment.

As previously stated, we have both enjoyed working together but also with all of you.
Our support network for people who need help is truly sensitive and caring and we
are both proud to be part of this team. We look forward to serving you again next
year as it promises to be another eventful year.




