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Reviewing the Year May 2023 - May 2024 for Newton Ferrers and Noss Mayo W1 Annual Report

This year has been a dynamic and eventful one for Newton and Noss WI. From enriching
speaker meetings, productive committee sessions, varied group visits, and successful
fundraising events, our Wl has helped foster local community connections, personal learning
opportunities, and enjoyable fundraising initiatives. My overview of our WI's activities

highlights its achievements, challenges, and areas for growth.

Last October we changed our meeting dates from the first to the third Tuesday of the month
and the time from 2 pm-4 pm in the winter months, reverting to evening meetings again from

April. This seems to have worked well for members, particularly during the winter.

Monthly Newsletters:

Now superseded by our fabulous website, (thewi.online) expertly managed by Lesley, the
monthly newsletters featured a breadth of content, including upcoming speakers, local
events, visits and DFWI news plus that from our various groups. | hope they helped to keep
members informed and fostered a sense of community and belonging within our WI. All that
is now available with a couple of clicks at thewi.online - using the power of the internet,

which is clearly the way forward.

Monthly Speaker Meetings:

We hosted ten monthly speaker meetings where guest speakers from such diverse
backgrounds as floristry, teaching, retail and public service were invited to share their
knowledge on topics of interest from travels in Italy (complete with Bourbon and Viennese
Whirls!) to colourful Christmas flower arrangements, opening a local book shop, the healing
properties of Aloe Vera, inadvertently becoming a writer, the history of Hallsands, and telling
the stories of women spies of the First World War. Our speaker meetings provide a varied
platform for learning, discussion, and inspiration so a big thank you to Marcia for planning

them all.

Monthly Meetings and Committee Sessions:
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In addition to ten speaker meetings, the W1 held eleven committee sessions. These meetings
provide the opportunity for committee members to discuss W1 business, plan upcoming
events, and collaborate with community or fundraising initiatives and in-house projects such
as our last Christmas lunch, provided by the Yacht Club. All this ensures the smooth

functioning of our WI.

Group Visits:

Seven group visits were organised over the year, offering members the chance to explore
new places, connect with nature, and enjoy social outings together.They included a river trip
up the Tamar to Cotehele Quay and back, a guided tour of Dartington Hall gardens, seasonal
carol services in Exeter Cathedral, Wembury church and St Andrew’s in Plymouth plus
cultural attractions such as our annual visit to Pentillie last July to see Romeo and Juliet in
the sunken garden. This year it's Hamlet so be sure to buy your tickets. Other visits have
included a guided tour of The Box, a full-day visit to the garden festival at Powderham Castle,
and on June 7th to Nancy Astor's House on the Hoe. Many of these local events - expertly
planned, booked and organised by Jackie, help to provide members with memorable
experiences and opportunities for local travel to places of interest outside of regular Wi

activities.

Specialist Group Meetings:

The WI's book group, craft group, and choir continued to meet regularly throughout the year,
providing members with opportunities to pursue their interests, develop new skills, and
connect with like-minded members. For the list of books read and craft items made, see our

website.

Fundraising Events:

We organised three highly profitable fundraisers which generated useful funds to support our
activities, cover our hall expenses and pay for speakers. Two well-attended Magic Nights in
November and a recent Spring Fair of pre-loved items and WI bakes attracted enthusiastic

support from members, friends and the wider community. A big thank you to all those who




image3.jpeg
baked so generously for the Spring Fair, who helped to set it up, kindly donated so much to
the bumper raffle, so well organised by Carrie, and cleared away afterwards or who came

especially to support our efforts. | hope it may become an annual event in our Wi calendar.

Conclusion:

The last year has seen our WI continue to thrive as a vibrant community organisation
dedicated to empowering women, promoting learning and personal development, and
making a real difference in our community. Having gained three new members this year and
lost three, our membership remains at fifty-six. We are always keen to grow and develop, we

welcome new members and fresh ideas so do encourage friends and neighbours to join us.

As | step down from this role, | know | leave the post in a strong position and our Wl in pretty
good shape for the future. Lastly, a big thank you to Cathy who has patiently read and usually
corrected every draft copy of agendas, newsletters and more lately, minutes, over the last
three years and has been a real joy to work with and also to Gill, our fabulous Treasurer, the
committee, our group leaders and our hard-working website manager Lesley, who are, in the

words of Tina Turner, Simply The Best.

Thank you.

Pat Middleton, Secretary, Newton and Noss WI.




