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ANWNUAL REPORT
FOR 1976

The Committee is pleased to present its Report for 1976. 15 new members
joinged during the year, and the average attendance at meetings was 33,
which compares favourably with 28 during 1975.

During the year we were saddened at the death of Miss E.M.Knight, a much
loved friend of many of our members, and a great supporter of the Institute
in all its activities.

Mrs.Verniquet, a Voluntary County Organiser, was the speaker on "When the
Speaker Fails" at our November meeting. Our Christmas party, which ihcluded
husbands and friends, commenced the W,I. year on a happy, festive, note.

Men seemed to predominate as speakers at our monthly meetings this year,

and their subjects ranged from the Tower of London to Exeter Cathedral, and
Underwater Archaelogy to the Beaford Centre. A speaker who was particularly
popular was lrs.Dawn Lockyer with her exquisite collection of hand—made
historical costume dolls.

We have continued with our list of improvements at the Hall, and 1976 saw
the installation of folding draught doors at either side of the stage, new
stage sides and stage curtain tracks. Our final delivery of new polystyrene
stacking chairs was made during the year, and most of the old wooden ones
disposed of, thus easing some of our storage problems.

All of these things have not been done without a great deal of hard work in
money-raising on the part of members. Thanks are also due to those members
whose loans enabled us to buy the new chairs before prices rose. This debt
has now been cleared.

Our Neurly New Shop contimues to be successful each month, and is much looked
forward to by non-members and members alike, and continues to make a useful
contribution to our general funds - £iko fhis year alone.

We entered the Devon County Show for the first time this year, encouraged by
Mrs.Gill Drury, our Handicrafts Organiser, and were delighted to be placed
third and eighth in large, highly competitive, Collective sections. Members
also did well in the individual classes. A coach party was organised to visit
the Show on May 20th.

The Spring Group leeting at Elburton was the scene for yet another success,
when the Silver Cup for a decorated box of home-made aweets (made by Mrs.
V.Weston and Hrs.X.Sandbrook respectively) was won by Newton & Noss.

A very elegant and enjoyable Fashion Show was organised by Mrs.P.Roth in
the spring, with members acting as models.

On a less frivolous note, we have continued our active campaign in support

of a doctor's surgery in the village, and also weitten to our 1, P, asking him
to support the House of Commons motion concerning the H.H.C. and the sale of
fresh poultry. In July we held a public meeting called "Keep Rabies Out'"

at which the Area Tradihg Standards Officer and the Diseases of Animals Officer
were the speakers and they showed the latest Ministry film on Rgbies.
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Mount Zdgcumbe House and Park ¢ visited on a glorious day in June, and
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a happy time was had by all.

Jirs.K.Ravenscroft was the winner of the Denman Bursary and attended a
course on mending china which, she reported, she thoroughly enjoyed.

liell-supported theatre outings, organised by lirs.J.Potts, have continued,
including visits to the Royal and Pestival Ballets. The theatre outings
group also donated £2b to the Chairs Fund during the year.

Two of our members have taken part in the new Plymouth Sound i.I. programme
lirs.G.Drury who spok e on Batik printing, and Mrs.P.Macdonald whm on starting
Hedgerow Basketry and the National Federation publications.

Our year ended with a record 50-50 Auction Sale, profits from which will
pay our contribution to the N.F.W.I. appeal and for Hall maintenance.

le are sure members will agreef that we have had another successful,
enjoyable and active year, and we are delighted to end the Report by saying
that still more fresh faces will appear at the Committee meetings in 1977.




