2013 Bridge Marathon
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A BRIDGE marathon has
boosted the quest to have a
community hall revamped.

More than 30 people
turned up to take part in
the event at the WI hall in
Newton Ferrers.

Barclays bank agreed to
match fund the cash raised
on the day, taking the total
to £1300.

Linda Baker, who
arranged the all-day bridge
session, explained: “It went
very, very well indeed.

“The first one is often
badly attended, but it’s
when those people go out
and say what a wonderful
time they had you start to
get the numbers.

“But everyone had great
time and it’s a marvellous
money-spinner.”

The day started with a
morning coffee before the
games got under way.

Later in the day there
was a break for lunch — beef
and wine casserole and
pavlova or bread and butter
pudding - before a cuppa
and a cake in the after-
noon.

The money raised will go
towards an ongoing fund-
raising drive to refurbish
the much loved Newton
Ferrers hall.

Mrs Baker continued:
“There is an enormous
extent of work to be done.
They need about £130,000 to
renovate the hall. It's been
there since 1925.

“As far as I'm aware
nobody has done a bridge

day like this before in
Plymouth.

“We had a wonderful
team of people helping on
the day.”

Barclays have agreed to
match the money raised
through their Charity
Begins at work programme
because Linda and her hus-
band Peter used to work for
the bank.

Jennie Marsh, com-
munity coordinator for
Barclays, said: “At Barclays
we strive to strengthen
local communities in
which we live and work by
supporting a range of
causes from local schools to
centres for older people.

“This is a fantastic
example of Barclays staff
fundraising with the local
community to achieve
something which we hope
will make a real differ-
ence.”





