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Message from the Chairman in the 90th year

A 90th anniversary is very exciting for any organisation and

I am thrilled to be the NFWI Chairman during the 90th year
of the Women’s Institutes. Our organisation has always been
an important galvanising factor in communities, and

continues to be so.

The 90th Anniversary is a time for reflection on the legacy our

&

.% /@) 4 { together, we can build on those foundations.

members have given us, but also to look to the future and how,

We were honoured to receive a message from HM The Queen
3 for our souvenir brochure, congratulating the organisation on its
~Tam 41“’4)’5 90th year. We are also delighted to have received many messages
from influential organisations and individuals with whom we

pleased to see
have worked over the years. I am always pleased to see how well

how well respected the W1 is for its voice of reason and integrity.
respect ed the As we move towards our Centenary we must make sure our Wls
WI is f‘OV its are relevant to the times we live in as well as to the women who

3 wish to join the organisation. W1 members have never been
vozce Of FRVRRALE afraid to tackle challenging issues and Wis need to reflect on
and in teg—rﬁy 5 and accommodate social changes and the changes to women’s

lives. The organisation has been working in the community and
empowering women through campaigns and companionship
since 1915, and I hope that it will remain so as we go forward
toward 2015.

Barbara Gill

NFWI Chairman
June 2005
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Eaﬂ History of the W1

In February 1915, John Nugent Harris, secretary of the Agricultural Organisation Society (AOS), heard

Madge Watt address a conference and decided that this was one way to help revitalise the countryside in

Britain. He persuaded the AOS to employ Madge Watt as an Organiser to form W1ls. The first was created
in September 1915 at Llanfair PG on Anglesey. Other W1s soon followed in Wales and then in England.
They became so successful that the responsibility for forming them was passed, in 1917, to the Women'’s

Section of the Food Production Department of the Board of Agriculture, a section which was already

looking after the newly created Women’s Land Army.

Our
organisation
has given
countrywomen
the chance to
speak for

themselves

Lady Denman, the first chairman of the WI committee, was passionately
committed to the democratic process and to encouraging woman to take a more
active role in rural life. The National Federation of Women’s Institutes (NFWT)
was formed on October 16th 1917 at a meeting held in Central Hall Westminster.
It was attended by 60 representatives from the 137 Women’s Institutes (WIs) that

already existed.

When the First World War ended, the Board of Agriculture closed down the
Women's Section of the Food Department. However the Ministry of Agriculture
felt that women had an important part to play in the post war development of the
countryside, and recognised in the W1 a way of bringing this about. On handing
over fully to the NFWT the Government gave a grant of £10,000 in the hope that

the movement would spread throughout the whole country.

In the post war period the Wis changed their emphasis from food production to
more general aims such as improving and developing conditions of rural life,
providing for the fuller education of countrywomen and encouraging them to
become active citizens. Women aged over 30 had just been given the vote and
many of the emerging W1 leaders had been active in the Women's Suffrage
Movement and were keen to work through the WI movement to help

countrywomen to take a more active role in their communities.

21st Anniversary - 1937

In her chairman’s address, Lady Denman spoke of the loyal co-operation she had
received from colleagues and members during the 21 years of her chairmanship
(she served a total of 29 years as chairman). Such co-operation, she believed to be

typical of the whole spirit of the movement.

“Our organisation,” she said, “has given countrywomen the chance to speak for
themselves and I think that we can claim that before we speak, we study and think

about the questions before us.

“The Institutes have brought the needs of countrywomen before the authorities
and have undoubtedly helped to obtain for many villages a better water supply,

greater telephone facilities and improved arrangements for the disposal of rubbish.”

NFWI SOUVENIR BROCHURE
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8 June 2005, Royal Albert Hall

Chairman: Barbara Gill

Celebrating the 90th anniversary
of the WI

Jerusalem

Appointment of Returning Officers and Tellers

Adoption of Standing Orders

Chairman’s Address

Hon. Treasurer’s Statement

Adoption of Accounts and Auditors’ Report

Appointment of Auditors 2005-2006

Adoption of Annual Review

Guest Speaker - Julia Unwin, The Food Standards Agency

Resolution on Public Affairs Issues (Ordinary Resolution 1)
Care of our Environment

“This 'meeting calls on WI members to take further action to reduce waste
and conserve resources in their own homes and communities; to lobby
manufacturers, retailers.and decision makers to reduce waste in the
production, packaging and transportation of public and consumer goods.”
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13

14
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Resolution on Public Affairs Issues (Ordinary Resolution 2)
Farmgate Milk Prices

“This meeting urges WI members to do all in their power to raise public
awareness of the unfair difference between the retail prices of milk and

the price paid to the farmer.”
Guest Speaker - Jane Fonda, Actress and Campaigner
Presentation of Lady Denman Cup and Huxley Cup

Guest Speaker - Baroness HelenaiKennedy QC,
Chair of the POWER Inquiry

Denman College

Constitutional (Ordinary) Resolution 3

Result of the Postal Ballot for Election of NFWI Board of Trustees 2005-7

Guest Speaker - Bill Bryson, Author
Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau (Land of My Fathers)

National Anthem

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 9
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ACWW congratulates the NFWI on its 90th
anniversary and the many advances it has brought
to the lives of countrywomen in that period. We
are particularly grateful for the financial support
given by members to our “Pennies for Friendship”
funds and for donations to specific projects.

L Ian McConchie, General Secretary ACWW
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1 have the highest regard for the important role
played by the Women’s Institute. Over the past four
years I have been delighted to work closely with
representatives of the Women's Institute on a variety
of issues. They played a key role in helping
individuals and communities to recover following the
devastation of Foot and Mouth. Wi play an
enormously important role in supporting action at
the community level and I have great respect for their
role as advocates for issues close to Defra’s heart, such
as support for rural communities and sustainable
development. Please accept my warmest
congratulations on your 90th anniversary.
The Rt Hon Alun Michael MP, Minister for Rural
Affairs and Local Environment Quality
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The women of the NFWI were among the visionary pioneers

of Fairtrade - and remain staunch supporters. The NFWT has
put its weight behind campaigns to get Fairtrade into the
mainstream - and to put a stop to unfair trade.
Congratulations on decades of achievements and all power to
your elbows over the next 90 years!

Harriet Lamb, Chief Executive, Fairtrade Foundation

o e ., e
iz d from the WI's expertise on food,
he UK has benefited fi :
. ledge and the wunvarnished views of your
le 1o the Food Standards Agency- ‘Ve hope
safer and healthier food, will still be our “
Jon Bell, Chief Executive, FSA T\‘

| and your accumulated know
\ members have proved invaluabi
| the WI, a trusted campaigner for

The Fawcett Society warmly
congratulates the National
Federation of Women's Institutes on
its 90th birthday. You should be
proud of how you have brought
together women and of your
enduring ideals of truth, justice
tolerance and fellowship. As the UK
campaign for equality between
women and men, we wish you the
best of luck as you look to the future.
Dr Katherine Rake,
Director of the Fawcett Society

\ valued partner in another 90 years.
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